


Path Forward



Path Forward Return to Work Resources

• Weekly Newsletter:  Jobs, 

Advice, Curated News

• Career Advice (Have a 

question? Ask now!)

• Success Stories: Get inspired!

• Monthly Webinars

https://www.pathforward.org/participant/
https://www.pathforward.org/blog/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd5L_lcNwtw-gH__Hbis2lof-upIFxLlbCbhHIhK98UcXXdkQ/viewform
https://www.pathforward.org/path-forward-success-stories/
https://www.pathforward.org/events/


Path Forward Webinars

Coming Up Live

• Nov 9 Employer Roundtable featuring Intel, SailPoint, and Heap

• Nov 30 Returnships 101

• Jan 20 Confidence Building for Returners

Recorded

• Pivot Potential: Is Changing Your Career the Best Way to Restart?

• Revamping Your Resume

• Leveraging Your LinkedIn

• and many more

Register at pathforward.org/events

https://www.pathforward.org/events/


How to Connect with 

Path Forward

Web: www.pathforward.org
Email: hello@pathforward.org
Newsletter: https://www.pathforward.org/participant/

The Path Forward Career Restart Kit
A four-part series with recordings, links and more

Follow us on social media: 
LinkedIn: Path Forward.ORG
Facebook, Twitter, Instagram: @PathFWD
Fairygodboss

http://www.pathforward.org/
mailto:hello@pathforward.org
https://www.pathforward.org/participant/
http://pathforward.org/career-restart-kit/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/pathfwd/
https://www.facebook.com/PathFWD/
https://twitter.com/PathFWD
https://www.instagram.com/pathfwd/?hl=en
https://fairygodboss.com/groups/B1p3Kw0LS/path-forward


Support Our Mission to Empower Caregivers

https://www.pathforward.org/donate-path-forward/?form=2020annualcampaign


A Returner’s Guide to 
Updating Your Skills



Program Outline

1. The Reskilling Landscape
- Julie Beltowsky, Career Karma

1. Focusing on Soft Skills
- Tamika Doolin, Career Karma

1. Q&A
- Employer’s perspective from Lauren Brady, Red Ventures

- Returner’s perspective from Nagarani Chandika, Apple 



Julie Beltowsky
Career Karma



Career Karma is the easiest way to find a job training program online. We help over 1 million workers navigate their careers every month 

through tools, resources, peer mentorship and coaching. Through our directory of 9,000 bootcamps and trade schools, career switchers 

discover training programs by comparing courses, reading student reviews, and connecting with graduates in our Live Audio Rooms.

Download the Career Karma App HERE and share good karma! 

Career Karma is the #1 destination for career advice.

You never pay a dime. The only cost is to help people behind you.
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https://ckarma.app.link/6L7RfuYNHeb?_p=c21029c4860762eee31f86


What are highest paying jobs?
What careers fits my personality?
How to become X?

How to Choose a Career

Should I invest in my education?
How do I pay for it?
Which certificates are respected?

How To Reskill/Upskill

How do I manage my schedule?
How fast do I want to learn?
What do I do when I’m stuck? 

How to Learn

Most People Repeat 

This Cycle 5+ Times 

When They Start or 

Switch Careers During 

Their Lifetime

How do I create a resume? 
How do I network? 

How do I find/choose the right companies?

How to Navigate the Job Search

How do I get promoted?
How do I update my skills?
What’s my personal brand?

How To Accelerate Professionally

Should I look for a new job?
Am I ready to re-enter?

How do I find a new job?

How to Find a Job

From Forbes

★ 33% of the skills listed in a job listing in 2017 are no longer necessary in 2021. 

★ 87% of CEOs notice skill gaps in their employees. 

★ 59% of Learning & Development professionals rate upskilling and reskilling as their top priority for 2022. 
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#MyPathFWD20

JOB TRAINING PROGRAMS

(BOOTCAMPS)
CERTIFICATIONS FREE RESOURCES

Job Training Programs, also known as 

bootcamps, are short term, intense 

training programs designed to prepare 

students for the practical reality of the 

job. Some use bootcamps as a way to 

start or shift into a tech career, while 

others enroll to learn new skills to 

advance in their job, or return to the 

workforce.

Subjects Include:

Software Engineering

UX/UI Design

Digital Marketing

Cybersecurity

Data Science

Data Analytics

Data Engineering

Tech Sales

Match with potential bootcamps: 

https://careerkarma.com/

Getting certain certifications to help you 

specialize is a great way to become more 

marketable in a competitive job market. 

Some are free, and some have a cost 

associated with them.

Certifications usually include coursework 

and testing that allows you to claim mastery 

of a skill set on your resume. Some require 

a certain amount of experience.

There are three primary reasons why 

certification might benefit you:

Skill development

Marketability

Credibility

Here are the most in demand tech 

certifications in 2021 

https://www.cio.com/article/3562331/top-15-

it-certifications-in-demand-for-2021.html

There are so many free resources out 

there, but how do you know if they are 

worth your time?

By focusing on staying on top of 

technology trends, you can jump in when 

you return to work! 

Online education courses

Learning new tools in the workforce

Networking/Connecting Tools

Free Tutorials 

Find Learning Guides and Resources -

https://careerkarma.com/blog/

Tech Giants offering Free Cources -

https://www.makeuseof.com/tech-giants-

offering-free-it-upskilling-courses/

https://careerkarma.com/
https://www.cio.com/article/3562331/top-15-it-certifications-in-demand-for-2021.html
https://careerkarma.com/blog/
https://www.makeuseof.com/tech-giants-offering-free-it-upskilling-courses/


#MyPathFWD20

The Bootcamp Market
2021 State of the Bootcamp - https://careerkarma.com/blog/bootcamp-market-report-

2021/

https://careerkarma.com/blog/bootcamp-market-report-2021/


Why Bootcamp?

Bootcamps are worth it for 

people who want a faster 

way to re-start a career in 

technology. Bootcamps 

aren’t as comprehensive as 

traditional four-year degree 

programs or Master’s, but 

they are more affordable 

and take only three months 

to a year to complete.

Many employers hire 

bootcamp graduates 

because of their specialized 

skills and the hands-on 

experience they receive 

from their bootcamp 

program.
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https://careerkarma.com/blog/preparing-for-a-coding-bootcamp/


#MyPathFWD20

Certifications

Top 15 in demand Certifications for 2021- https://www.cio.com/article/3562331/top-15-it-

certifications-in-demand-for-2021.html

Amazon Web Services (AWS)

Grow with Google 

LinkedIn Learning 

Microsoft Grow 

Cisco Certifications 

Oracle University

Salesforce Certifications
Scrum Master Certifications

Project Management Professional (PMP) Certification

https://www.cio.com/article/3562331/top-15-it-certifications-in-demand-for-2021.html
https://aws.amazon.com/certification/?trk=ps_a134p000006gXRtAAM&trkCampaign=GLBL-FY21-TrainCert-Certification_PaidSearch&sc_channel=PS&sc_campaign=FY21-TrainCert-Certification_PaidSearch&sc_publisher=Google&sc_category=Training%20and%20Certification&sc_country=US&sc_geo=NAMER&sc_outcome=acq&sc_detail=amazon%20web%20services%20certification&sc_content=General_exact&sc_matchtype=e&sc_segment=464830920922&sc_medium=TC-P%7CPS-GO%7CBrand%7CDesktop%7CAW%7CTraining%20and%20Certification%7CCertification%7CUS%7CEN%7CText%7Cxx%7CB2I&s_kwcid=AL!4422!3!464830920922!e!!g!!amazon%20web%20services%20certification&ef_id=CjwKCAjwzt6LBhBeEiwAbPGOgaqPQrUx_ZObTtu2edbJs0_rAUZ1vps9mgAur1rQYaNZsYJRVLVuZxoCsg4QAvD_BwE:G:s&s_kwcid=AL!4422!3!464830920922!e!!g!!amazon%20web%20services%20certification
https://grow.google/certificates/?utm_source=gDigital&utm_medium=paidha&utm_campaign=sem-bk-gen-exa-glp-br&utm_term=google%20certification&gclid=CjwKCAjwzt6LBhBeEiwAbPGOgV-m_ESZ7Wj0S7ebzedgoVthcSAxnT2nl7TrIhJTK0MSUagWUJCKoRoCsLQQAvD_BwE#?modal_active=none
https://www.linkedin.com/learning/subscription/topics?src=go-pa&veh=sem_src.go-pa_c.LLS-C_NAMER_US_T1_EN-US_SEM_SEM_GoogleAds_NA_All_NA_NA_Core_NA_LIL-General-MKAG_Brand_Exact_pkw.linkedin%20certification_pmt.e_pcrid.484112881663_pdv.c_plc._trgid.kwd-302074229446_net.g_learning&trk=sem_src.go-pa_c.LLS-C_NAMER_US_T1_EN-US_SEM_SEM_GoogleAds_NA_All_NA_NA_Core_NA_LIL-General-MKAG_Brand_Exact_pkw.linkedin%20certification_pmt.e_pcrid.484112881663_pdv.c_plc._trgid.kwd-302074229446_net.g_learning&mcid=6841886150127296674&cname=&camid=11768088402&asid=119694078372&targetid=kwd-302074229446&crid=484112881663&placement=&dev=c&ends=1&gclid=CjwKCAjwzt6LBhBeEiwAbPGOgSkPCifq3roFECgtxZ0uJAipk0e6o1xSgAbwnfdfTSKrjYj4n1vdeBoCu2QQAvD_BwE&gclsrc=aw.ds
https://docs.microsoft.com/en-us/learn/certifications/
https://www.cisco.com/c/en/us/training-events/training-certifications/certifications.html
https://education.oracle.com/certification
https://www.salesforceben.com/salesforce-certifications/
https://www.indeed.com/certifications/view/certified-scrum-master-csm-5LPEQFYS?from=careeradvice-US
https://www.indeed.com/certifications/view/pmp-TK44RD4O?from=careeradvice-US
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Free Resources
Online Courses and Certifications

FreeCodeCamp - 100% free! Ivy League Courses For Free

Udemy - Choose from 155,000 online video courses with new additions published every month. Some are 

free, some are not.

EdEx - Courses only brought to you university partners.

Coursera - Build skills with courses, certificates, and degrees online from world-class universities and 

companies. Some are free, some are not.

SkillUp by Simplilearn - Free courses, and webinars that could help you!

YouTube Channel - https://www.youtube.com/c/SimplilearnOfficial

Future Learn - More than just tech focused (business management, health & medicine, teaching, etc.) 

Allison - More than just tech focused, more general and broad. (Customer service skills and mental health, to 

Data Science for beginners)

Google Digital Marketing + Google Analytics

Connecting w/ Tech Professionals

Clubhouse

Twitter Spaces

Career Karma Live Rooms

https://www.freecodecamp.org/
https://www.freecodecamp.org/news/ivy-league-free-online-courses-a0d7ae675869/
https://www.udemy.com/
https://www.edx.org/?source=aw&awc=6798_1635357356_34b69b5f8cdcd0cd2f112af12021c8e2&utm_source=aw&utm_medium=affiliate_partner&utm_content=text-link&utm_term=78888_Skimlinks
https://www.coursera.org/
https://www.simplilearn.com/skillup/skillup-free-online-courses?utm_campaign=TopTechnologies&utm_medium=DescriptionFirstFold&utm_source=youtube
https://www.youtube.com/c/SimplilearnOfficial
https://www.futurelearn.com/
https://alison.com/
https://learndigital.withgoogle.com/digitalgarage/course/digital-marketing
https://analytics.google.com/analytics/academy/
https://www.clubhouse.com/
https://help.twitter.com/en/using-twitter/spaces
https://careerkarma.com/events/


#MyPathFWD20

Tools & Tutorials
Most used Virtual Collaboration tools 

Slack - Most used cross functional communication tool. Users can communicate with each other in real-time, and they recently unveiled 

a voice feature to record notes and “huddle” for a quick call w/ a team member.

Yammer - Private social media site created just for your corporation. Used by 80 percent of the Fortune 500’s top companies. Part of 

Microsoft 365.

Zoom, Microsoft Teams, Google Meet, WebEx- Provides video conferencing and chat services for meetings, 

workshops, events, distance education, etc.

Notion, Trello - Productivity Software. Provides components such as notes, databases, kanban boards, wikis, calendars and 

reminders. Users can connect these components to create their own systems for knowledge management, note taking, data management, 
project management, among others.

Jira - An issue tracking product developed that allows bug tracking and agile project management.

Miro, Microsoft Whiteboard - Digital whiteboard designed specifically with remote and distributed teams in mind. 

GitHub - GitHub is a web-based interface that uses Git, the open source version control software that lets multiple people make 

separate changes to web pages at the same time

https://www.aperianglobal.com/tools-apps-for-effective-virtual-collaboration/
https://slack.com/help/categories/360000049063
https://www.yammer.com/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yammer
https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/206618765-Zoom-video-tutorials
https://support.microsoft.com/en-us/office/microsoft-teams-video-training-4f108e54-240b-4351-8084-b1089f0d21d7
https://apps.google.com/intl/en/meet/how-it-works/
https://www.webex.com/
https://www.notion.so/guides
https://trello.com/en-US/guide?&aceid=&adposition=&adgroup=77960761405&campaign=1407850971&creative=437184394798&device=c&keyword=trello%20guide&matchtype=e&network=g&placement=&ds_kids=p48959053033&ds_e=GOOGLE&ds_eid=700000001557344&ds_e1=GOOGLE&gclid=Cj0KCQjw8eOLBhC1ARIsAOzx5cEdKzpifeO1iA6M3ZI8DRodWOOWqgfMfgwBG6cfo6QGm3Mqk2kF-dQaAtCEEALw_wcB&gclsrc=aw.ds
https://www.atlassian.com/agile/tutorials
https://help.miro.com/hc/en-us/articles/360017571954-How-to-start-collaboration-with-Miro
https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/microsoft-365/microsoft-whiteboard/digital-whiteboard-app
https://lab.github.com/


Tamika Doolin
Career Karma
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Q & A



Lauren Brady

Senior Technical Recruiter at Red Ventures

An employer’s perspective

Nagarani Chandika

Senior Software Power Systems Engineer at Apple

A returner’s perspective



Questions? 
hello@pathforward.org

Follow us on social media: 
LinkedIn: Path Forward.ORG
Facebook, Twitter, Instagram: @PathFWD

mailto:hello@pathforward.org
https://www.linkedin.com/company/pathfwd/
https://www.facebook.com/PathFWD/
https://twitter.com/PathFWD
https://www.instagram.com/pathfwd/?hl=en

